Rusape Town Council (Regulation of Derelict, Unoccupied and Dangerous buildings) by-laws, 2023

It is hereby notified that the Minister of Local Government and Public Works has, in terms of Section 229 of the Urban Councils Act (Chapter 29:15), approved the following by-laws made by Rusape Town Council 

ARRANGEMENTS OF SECTIONS
Sections 
1.	Title 
2.	Application 
3.	Interpretation 
4.	Regulation of derelict, unoccupied and dangerous buildings
Title
1.	The proposed by-laws may be cited Rusape Town Council (Regulation of derelict, unoccupied and dangerous buildings) by laws of 2023
Application
2.	These by-laws shall apply to the Council area and to any local government area, the administration, control and management is vested in terms of the Urban Councils Act (Chapter 29:15)
Interpretation
3.	In this bylaw;
“Council” means Rusape Town Council 
“Derelict” means any structure or building which is inspected by authorized official and certified unfit for human habitation or for any use, dangerous and injurious to the public and or users.
“Unoccupied” means any structure or building which has not been used for trading or as residential dwelling for a period of more than 1 year continuous.
“Dangerous” means any building or structure or part thereof which due to its unsafe structural state is liable to cause harm to its users and passers-by, whether now or in the future, is regarded as dangerous inspected by an authorized official and certified. 

Regulation of derelict, unoccupied and dangerous buildings
4.	(1) No owner of a building shall cause or let the building or structure wholly or part to be in derelict state.
(2) No owner of building or structure shall cause or let part of the building or wholly to remain unoccupied for a period of more than 1 year continuous such that the building or structure would be in a state of derelict or dangerous to the public. 
(3) No owner of the building shall neglect or willfully cause a part or wholly building to be dangerous to the users or public. 
(4) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) and (2) shall be liable to a penalty set by Council and Council shall demolish such a building without compensation to the owner.

Inspection of Properties
5. (1) An authorized official shall periodically inspect, certify and produce a report of condition of buildings in the Town.

Obstruction
[bookmark: _GoBack]6. (1) Any person who obstructs an authorized official in the carrying out of duties in terms of these by laws, shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty prescribed by council
